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2021 KCMG Recognition Celebration and MGFKC Annual
Meeting
...by Jim Olson, Master Gardener and Foundation Board President
On Saturday, October 17, King County Master
Gardeners gathered virtually to celebrate the
successes and challenges of a unique year.
Foundation Board President Jim Olson and Program
Coordinator Mary Watts recognized the Outstanding
Master Gardeners of 2021 and the Foundation
Awards.
Read more

Annual Reapplications Due November 30
The annual reapplication process for current Master Gardeners is open. It's
important to complete your recertification requirements and submit your
reapplication by November 30th to continue as an active Master Gardener in
2022. Please see the October 25th email from Mary Watts, Program
Coordinator, with recertification requirement details and a link to the
reapplication form in GivePulse.
...by Mary Watts, WSU Extension Master Gardener Program Coordinator

2021 Ellen A’Key Grant Award:
Asotin/Garfield and Clallam
County Master Gardeners
…by Trish Bloor, Master Gardener and Ellen
A’Key Grant Committee Chair
The grant committee received three
separate grant applications this year for the
$1,500 annual Ellen A’Key Grant Award. Two of those applications rose to the
top and our 2021 grant winners are Asotin/Garfield Counties and Clallam
County. These two Master Gardener grantees will split the award money.
Read more

Cultivate More Knowledge

Invite a Caterpillar to Lunch – as
Baby Food for Your Avian Friends
…by Linda Shepherd, Master Gardener and
Native Plant Steward
I never thought I’d smile when I saw bug-damaged plants. I’d always loved
smoke trees because no bugs eat them. Their purplish-red leaves are always
so beautifully intact. That is often true of cool-looking “exotic” plants bought at
nurseries since they are usually species imported from other parts of the world.
The horticultural trade advertises “pest-resistant plants” and plants that “repel
unwanted insects.” And who wants to buy lunch for bugs?
Read more

Meet Foundation Board Member Tiffany Ng: Promoting
Diversity and Inclusion in the Gardens
Board Member Tiffany Ng first started gardening in the student garden at
Western Washington University. Now as a Board member she's working to
promote diversity and inclusion in the demonstration gardens.

Read more

Finn Hill Demonstration Garden Update: Ready for Winter
...by Sharon O'Grady, Master Gardener
Volunteers were busy during the summer and fall
seasons! Seven raised beds were constructed over
the summer. Five beds are currently planted with a
cereal ryegrass cover crop, one is planted with food
crops that were raised from seedlings and the last
bed is planted with herbs and strawberries. Garlic will
be planted soon.
A brand-new perennial border measuring 150 feet by
four feet was planted last month with flowering
shrubs and perennials. Some of the plants installed
were purchased; however, many others were
obtained from our Master Gardener volunteers through divisions from their own
gardens.
Over the winter we will turn our attention toward developing a to-scale
landscape design that will include a teaching area as well as access points to
and from the parking lot that will be accessible to people with disabilities. When
this project is completed, we will be able to safely welcome Finn Hill neighbors
and students who previously may not have had the opportunity to experience
the delights of gardening.

The Email Clinic Answers Thousands of
Questions
...by Penny Kriese, Master Gardener and Email Clinic
Lead
In 2020 the Email Clinic, a successor to the once-popular telephone clinic, was
formally launched to meet the demand for gardening advice in the absence of
our in-person clinics. The trickle of emails became a torrent throughout the
summer, and by the end of 2020 the Email Clinic had responded to over 1140
emails, including 120 responses from the Video Clinics. Two dozen Master
Gardener veterans and interns worked in the Email Clinic in 2020.
Building on that success, this year’s Email Clinic has already responded to
over 1050 emails. Over half of the current 27 active Email Clinic members were
part of the 2020 clinic. The now smooth-running process for managing the
team is administered by two clinicians and the clinic lead. The clinic uses
Microsoft Teams for monthly trainings to improve their diagnostic skills and to
house a library of shared clinic information with lists of resources to help speed
response research. Following the practice of Say-Show-Share, written skills
are honed, diagnostic skills are practiced and links to online resources are an
expected part of each response. Clinicians become ‘resource mavens’ as their
familiarity with locating and sharing online resources increases. Over 15% of

this year’s clients have returned with more questions and words of thanks.
There is every reason to believe that 2022 will continue much as 2021 has,
with novice and experienced gardeners providing questions that follow the ebb
and flow of life in the garden. The Email Clinic is active all year long, and it will
continue as a strong and viable resource to complement the in-person clinics
when they fully open in Spring 2022. All interested Master Gardeners are
interviewed before selection. If this sounds like something you would like to be
a part of, check the Email Clinic box on the list of clinics in your reapplication.

Cultivate More Knowledge

Heat Dome Effect on Trees
...by Richard Olmstead, Lake Forest Park Tree Board
The rain has returned, giving our gardens and city trees
a start at recovery. This article by Dr. Richard
Olmstead was originally published in the City of Lake Forest Park eNewsletter, with a focus on LFP’s trees and shrubs. However, the damage
caused by the heat dome is widespread, and remedial actions we can take
also apply broadly.
Read more

Quick Links

MGFKC Annual
Fundraising Appeal
As the end of the year approaches, please
consider making a tax-deductible donation
to the Master Gardener Foundation of King
County. MGFKC provides over 80% of the
financial support for the WSU Extension Master
Gardener Program in King County. Your
generous contribution will help support all Master
Gardener activities in King County at a time
when more people than ever are taking up home
gardening. Thank you.
Donate to MGFKC

MGFKC
King County MG
Become a Master
Gardener
MGF Washington State
GivePulse
Staying Smart
BDG Saturday
Workshops 2021
Education Events for
the Public and Master
Gardeners

Where can anyone find out
about the WSU Extension
Master Gardener Program in
King County, how to become a
Master Gardener, our list of
speakers or the Puget Sound
Tip Sheets?

Where can anyone find links to
the most current newsletters,
education events for the public,
and the Foundation activities
and recognitions?

https://extension.wsu.edu/king/g
ardening/

For MG-only information about
Foundation policies and more
clinic resources, log into the
"Member Area."

For MG-only information, log
into the "KCMGs, Only" area.

https://www.mgfkc.org/

News Shoots:
Short Subjects

A Message from the
Program Coordinator:

Of Interest to You
Tip Sheets for KC

Browse tip sheets about
Puget Sound
Gardening
Garden Tip Sheets

Spotted Lanternfly Alert
Master Gardeners are asked to be on the
lookout for signs of the invasive and industry
damaging spotted lanternfly. Recently, there was
a possible sighting in Omak Washington. Its main
food source is the Class C noxious weed, tree-ofheaven, but it also feeds on other plants
including apples and grapes. If the spotted
lanternfly takes hold in Washington State, it could
have detrimental effects on our apple and wine
industries. This time of year, the adults are
visible before laying their eggs. A blog post from
the Washington State Department of Agriculture
was published on October 27. The post asked
the public to report possible sightings, so you
may get enquiries or samples from the public.
Please follow reporting instructions from the
WSDA in this link.
https://wastatedeptag.blogspot.com/2021/10/state
-entomologists-call-for-public.html

WHERE am I?
Find King County
Master Gardener clinic
and garden locations
using the MGFKC map
Master Gardeners:
Questions About
GivePulse?
If you have questions
about recording hours,
you'll find links to
information and
instructions on the
"KCMGs, Only"
webpage.

Here is a link to a brochure on the spotted
lanternfly and the tree-of-heaven.
https://www.nwcb.wa.gov/pdfs/Tree_of_heaven_
and_spotted_lanternfly_small.pdf

Remembering... Master Gardener Sue Hall
...by Suzi O'Byrne, Master Gardener and Foundation Board Member
Master Gardener Sue Hall passed away on December 14, 2020. She was 86
years old. Sue became a Master Gardener in 2008. She was an active
volunteer at the Renton McLendon’s Clinic and gardened at the Bellevue
Demonstration Garden until she suffered a disabling stroke in August 2018.
Sue was “famous” for her lettuce garden at the BDG! She researched and
selected many types and colors of lettuce and grew them from seed. Sue
planted eight to ten starts of each color under grow lights, transplanted them to
2-inch pots and planted five or six of them together in a row. Each color and
type of lettuce had its own row which resulted in sections of the lettuce garden
looking like a patchwork quilt. She practiced succession planting, which kept
the lettuce garden full of lettuce and color.
Sue introduced us to “bait boards” in her lettuce garden. Bait boards are 1-inch
by 4-inch boards that are placed between the rows of lettuce. Under the
boards, she scattered SluggoTM. “Slugs like to be under things,” she said, “so
they’d go under the boards and eat the SluggoTM instead of under the leaves of
my lettuce.” It worked!
Sue will be remembered in the Memory Garden of the Bellevue Demonstration
Garden.

Attention Amazon Shoppers

Editor’s Letter
Master Gardener
Heather Fuller
introduces herself as
the new editor of The
Master Gardener
Connection. She loved

If you shop at Amazon.com, please consider
using your account through
AmazonSmile. Simply click this link for
AmazonSmile, shop as you normally would using
your own Amazon account (you don't have to be
an Amazon Prime member) and the
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of
your eligible purchase price to your selected
charity.
Please choose Master Gardener Foundation of
King County as your charity. MGFKC
appreciates your existing charitable contributions

plants and gardening
from a very young age.

and this is a perfect way to let AmazonSmile
donate also. We will all benefit from your
participation!

Read more

Do you spend a lot of time on Facebook?
The Communications Committee is looking for help
monitoring and posting content to the Master
Gardener Facebook page.
We will be soliciting posts from Master Gardeners
and other horticulture organizations for posting on
our page. Posts must be reviewed to meet WSU Extension guidelines and be
ready to post. Please contact us at communicate@mgfkc.org to tell us of your
interest or for more information.

Elisabeth C. Miller Library Selection

Design & Build Your Own Rain Gardens
for the Pacific Northwest
This guide for gardeners and homeowners answers
your questions about planning, designing, and installing
your own rain garden. It includes helpful photos and
illustrations, a best plants list and other resources.
Read more

Continuing Education Opportunities
What Counts as CE?
Classes that will improve a volunteer's knowledge
and skill base for performing work as a horticultural
advisor and serving as a resource on issues of
sustainable gardening for home gardeners.

Staying Smart!
Education Opportunities
Master Gardeners can earn Continuing Education credit from a wide selection
of online classes, webinars, and online workshops. Check out the offerings on
the MGF Education page:
https://www.mgfkc.org/education
Growing Groceries Classes
Growing Groceries classes are finished for the season. Please visit
the Growing Groceries page for information and registration for all classes.

Bellevue Demonstration Garden Workshops
The Bellevue Demonstration Garden Workshops are finished for the season.
Please visit the Bellevue Demonstration Garden page for information and
registration for future workshops.
Bellevue Botanical Garden
Preregistration is required for webinars; 30% discount for BBG members, $15
for nonmembers. Registrants will receive an email within two business days
with "join" information.
December 9: Renovating the Aging Garden, online class taught by Bess
Bronstein. Details and registration
More information on BBG classes and webinars at
https://bellevuebotanical.org/webinars/
King Conservation District
November 18: Benefits and Beauty of Landscaping with Native Plants,
free native plant webinar presented by Jacobus Saperstein. Register

Events, Coming Attractions
MGFKC Board of Directors Meeting, Thursday,
November 11, 7:00 p.m. online meeting. Information
and details at
http://www.mgfkc.org/events/mgfkc-meetings
KCD Native Bareroot Plant Sale, opening November 15.
Information and details at
https://kingcd.org/programs/better-backyards/nativebareroot-plant-sale/

Contributing to The Connection
Do you have an event or CE opportunity to share? An article of interest to
Master Gardeners? Deadline for announcements or article submissions is the
15th of the month prior to publication (ex: May 15 for the June edition). For
more information or to submit items for consideration, please contact us
at communicate@mgfkc.org All published photos have the photographer's
permission or are sourced from free-to-use sites.

WAIT! Don't unsubscribe from all mailings if you are an
active Master Gardener!
If you wish to unsubscribe, be selective and identify the email lists you wish to
receive. All active Master Gardeners in King County are expected to
subscribe to the current year's "KC Master Gardeners" Email List to
continue receiving information about Program activities, updates and
recertification notices. Other email lists are optional.

Like us on Facebook!

