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Save the Date!
Sunday, September
12, 9:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m., Bellevue
Botanical Garden
Plants, Tips, Tours &
more…

Cultivate More Knowledge

Peonies: The King of Flowers
...by Bruce Bennett, Master Gardener
Peonies have been cultivated for thousands of years.
They offer a variety of colors, shapes and sizes. Master Gardener Bruce
Bennett provides an overview that may start you on the quest for the perfect
peony for your yard.

Read more

Finn Hill Demonstration Garden Update: Breaking Ground!
The Master Gardeners working on the new Finn Hill Demonstration Garden
just received word that they can break ground! MG Garden Co-Leaders Sharon
O’Grady and Micheline Jackson plan to get started right away, focusing on
several areas:
· Tapping into the water supply line at the south end of the garden area and
marking the sprinkler heads
· Designing a rain barrel/water capture system for the shed roof
· Sod removal for the perennial border and the footprint for 6 raised beds
and the pollinator bed
· Constructing three 12-inch raised beds and three 24-inch raised beds
· Constructing the pollinator bed using cottage stones
· Obtaining soil and filling the beds
They are seeking help from a Master Gardener to design an irrigation system.
This is more complex than a simple drip irrigation system and will likely require
a permit from the city of Kirkland. If you have that expertise, or know a Master
Gardener who does, please contact Sharon O’Grady at ogrsh53@yahoo.com.
MGs are advised to note the latest communication from WSU Extension/King
County Master Gardener Program on current COVID guidelines.

Meet Foundation Board
Member Steve Hiday:
Blooming Where He's
Planted
Board Member Steve Hiday is
learning how the Foundation works
and applying his skills to those efforts.

Read how he got there and what he's hoping to do.
Read more

Ask-a-Master Gardener In-Person
Clinics: Regeneration and Renewal
...by the Clinic Leadership Team
Like the mythological phoenix and its regeneration and renewal, it’s a joy to see
the King County Master Gardener Program coming back to life. Our sincere
thanks to the volunteers who kept our educational outreach programs running
on Zoom these past 16 months. Thank you as well to all, for your interest in
getting things going again after a long period of what was very little
engagement for most.
We’ve missed working with our friends and supporting our communities, so
we’re pleased we’re able to resume — in a measured way — one of the most
visible portions of the program: our in-person Ask-a-Master-Gardener clinics.
Thank you to our clinic leaders who are facilitating this, and to those of you
who plan to participate in a manner consistent with guidelines. We fully respect
the personal decisions made by those who choose to not participate this
season.
Our goal in resuming clinics is to do so with safety as the first priority. Over a
year has passed since we’ve hosted in-person clinics. We expect that the
Advanced Training program in March gave everyone a chance to brush up
their skills, and gain hands-on experience with many online resource tools
(e.g., Hortsense etc.) you use in clinic to complete the Say-Show-Share cycle.
We want to ensure that our second-year Interns complete the five clinic
sessions they need to graduate. Thank you to every clinic for the support you’ll
give your own Interns, and the welcome we ask you extend to Interns or Vets
from other clinics who may want to join your clinic sessions. Please review the
June 26 email “Clinic Sign-Up Opportunities” from the Master Gardeners of
King County that provides instructions on how to sign up to help at other clinic
locations outside your own.
Welcome back!

Quick Links
MGFKC
King County MG
Become a Master
Gardener

Washington's Department of Ecology

MGF Washington State

Issues a Drought Advisory
Our usually wet months of March and April were
just the opposite, alerting us to the potential for
drought in the months ahead. While western
Washington isn't particularly affected--yet--we're
heading into our dry season. Read what our Dept
of Ecology says about the coming months.

Staying Smart
BDG Saturday
Workshops 2021
Education Events for
the Public and Master
Gardeners

Department of Ecology Media Release
Staying Safe in Hot Weather
We have not seen the last of record daytime
temperatures in western Washington. Stay safe
as you garden and know the signs of heatrelated illness, offered by the CDC.
Warning Signs of Heat-related Illness

News Shoots:
Short Subjects

Of Interest to You
Tip Sheets for KC

Browse tip sheets about
Puget Sound
Gardening
Garden Tip Sheets

Important Messages from the Program
Coordinator
Check your email (including spam folders) for an
important message about GivePulse, the new
WSU Extension online system for volunteer
records. The message is from MG Program
Coordinator Mary Watts, sent June 22.
Check for a second email from Coordinator Mary
Watts regarding changes to our Program’s
COVID guidelines. This email, also sent June 21,
includes news about opening our Ask-a-MasterGardener in-person plant clinics. Don’t miss this
important information.
Ask-a-Master-Gardener Video Clinics
The Ask-a-Master Gardener Video Clinics were
concluded at the end of June. Thanks to the Master
Gardeners who staffed the Clinics! The Email Clinic
continues at Ask-a-Master Gardener

WHERE am I?
Find King County
Master Gardener clinic
and garden locations
using the MGFKC map

Donate to MGFKC

You can donate .5% of your
purchase to the Foundation when
you use
AmazonSmile.
Thank You.

Elisabeth C. Miller Library Selection

Peony: The Best Varieties for Your
Garden
MG Bruce Bennett's article on peonies elsewhere in this
issue may have piqued your interest. Here's a book to start
your research, available in the Miller Library.
Read more

Continuing Education Opportunities
What Counts as CE?
Classes that will improve a volunteer's knowledge
and skill base for performing work as a horticultural
advisor and serving as a resource on issues of
sustainable gardening for home gardeners.

Staying Smart!
Education Opportunities
Master Gardeners can earn Continuing Education credit from a wide selection
of online classes, webinars, and online workshops. Check out the offerings on
the MGF Education page:
https://www.mgfkc.org/education
Growing Groceries Classes
Growing Groceries classes are finished for the season. Please visit
the Growing Groceries page for information and registration for all classes.
Bellevue Demonstration Garden Workshops.
Workshops are Saturdays, 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. The first workshop each
month is free and registration is not required. For the remaining workshops
each month, the suggested donation is $5 and registration is required.
July 3: no class
July 10: Growing Roses, presented by Master Rosarian John Harmeling.
Register

July 17: Basic Propagation, presented by Gordon Polson, Master Gardener
and Master Composter, and Alison Johnson, Master Gardener. Register
July 24: Growing Herbs, presented by Master Gardener Emilie Castle.
Register
July 31: Growing Perennial Vegetables, presented by Master Gardener
Bruce Bennett. Register
For more information, please visit
https://www.mgfkc.org/education/bdg-workshops
Bellevue Botanical Garden
Preregistration is required for webinars; 30% discount for BBG members, $15
for nonmembers. Registrants will receive an email within two business days
with "join" information.
July 14, 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Contained Exuberance (2021 Lecture
Series), presented by Bob Hyland. Featuring containers in your garden.
Details and registration
More information on BBG classes and webinars at
https://bellevuebotanical.org/webinars/
Savvy Gardener Classes (Saving Water Partnership)
July 7, 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Simply Lovely: Great Plants for NW Gardens,
presented by Emily Bishton, environmental educator, landscape designer,
Master Gardener.
July 21, 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Designing for the Northwest Garden, presented
by Greg Rabourn, educator and radio personality.
Registration information at
https://www.savingwater.org/lawn-garden/gardening-classes/
Future File
September 12 to 17, 2021:
International Master Gardener Conference
Norfolk, Virginia. Registration opens April 5. The program is available online
now.
September 29 - October 2, 2021:
WSU Master Gardener Advanced Education Conference,
Online registration open June 1.

Events, Coming Attractions
MGF Board Meeting, Thursday, July 8, 7:00 p.m.
online meeting. Information and details
at http://www.mgfkc.org/events/mgfkc-meetings

Contributing to The Connection
Do you have an event or CE opportunity to share? An article of interest to
Master Gardeners? Deadline for announcements or article submissions is the
15th of the month prior to publication (ex: May 15 for the June edition). For
more information or to submit items for consideration, please contact us
at communicate@mgfkc.org All published photos have the photographer's
permission or are sourced from free-to-use sites.

