
  

    

March 2020 
Volume 6, Issue 1 

From the 
Master Gardener Diagnostic Lab 
in King County 

WELCOME FROM HEADS UP! 

Itôs March already!  And so another season of the joys and frustrations of 
gardening in the Pacific Northwest begins!  Our enthusiastic Diagnosticians are 
eagerly awaiting those puzzling samples that turn up in your clinics.  Figuring 
out those mysteries and sharing our conclusions with clients and with you is the 
core of our responsibilities.  For us in the Lab to do our jobs accurately we need 
the support of the rest of our teamτyou Master Gardeners who staff Master 
Gardener clinics every week. 
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Bill Hurt 

Bright smile of the spring crocus. 

Edgeworthia 

Happy spring to all, and welcome back to Heads UP!  

Dave Sherbrooke Barbara Reisinger 

Galanthus 

The Diagnostic Labôs Wish List: 

§ An accurately, completely and legibly filled out form 

§ An adequate (as in big enough) and fresh sample in a plastic bag 

§ The accurate, complete and legible paperwork outside the plastic bag 

§ All paper, plant material and plastic bag stuffed in a box and mailed ASAP 

Complete instructions will be available on a new laminated sheet in your clinic 
boxes.  Please, check it out!  For Master Gardeners, solving gardening problems 
is a team activity with everyone sharing their knowledge and working together.  
Teamwork is a beautiful thing! 
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DONôT PLANT THAT TOMATO YET! 

Sunny days in March tempt us gardeners to get outside and garden.  It doesnôt 
help when all the stores start offering tomato plants for sale.  BUT STOP!  You 
can buy those warm season plants, such as tomatoes, corn, beans, peppers, and 
impatiens, BUT DONôT PLANT THEM OUTSIDE UNTIL MID MAY. 

Here is a link to an article from last year on this important topic: 

http://www.mgfkc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/20190301-HeadsUp-
Mar2019-v2.pdf 

How can your clinic help clients who are tempted to plant too early?  Put up a 
sign on your clinic table in March, April, and early May that says, ñDo Not Plant 
Tomatoes Yetò.  Recommend to your clients to wait until mid May before planting 
those species that need warm soil and warm night-time temperatures.  

ñHuge gains in mountain snowpack along 
with higher than normal January rainfall 
(tying the record for most days in the 
month with measurable rain) has 
thankfully resulted in drought-free 
conditions in western Washington.òð
OWSC. 

However, nothing is for free: as of Feb. 18 
it had been ñ80τyes, 80!τdays since we 
had seen a full-on sunny day in Seattleτ
the kind where clouds are everywhere 
and crystal clear blue skies are nary to be 
found.ò Scott Sistek (Komo News 
meteorologist) 

Weather resources: 

http://www.climate.washington.edu/ 

https://www.weather.gov/ 

https://cliffmass.blogspot.com/ 

https://www.almanac.com/weather 

WEATHER STATION 

Captain Cleanup says donôt forget to 
trim back early spring growers like 
ferns and Epimediums.  Captain 
Cleanup would hate for you to miss this 
kind of loveliness.  

According to the Office of Washington's 
State Climatologist (OWSC): 

January 2019: 

Seattle mean temperature: 44 ÁF 

Seattle precipitation: 2.87 inches 

January 2020: 

Seattle mean temperature: 44.2 ÁF 

Seattle precipitation: 7.96 inches 

THE WORD FROM CAPTAIN CLEANUP 

Captain Cleanup says itôs time to rake out those beds. 

All that leaf litter from last fall is a great place for nasties like spores, slugs and 
overwintering insects to hide. 

Captain Cleanup says itôs time to mulch. 

About an inch of organic material over a cleanly-raked bed feeds the soil and 
looks oh so tidy.  Refer to the March 18, 2018, Heads UP! article To Mulch or Not 
to Mulch for more information on mulching. 

Itôs too cold for us out here!!!  Donôt plant us yet! 

Dave Sherbrooke 

Sue Nicol Barbara Reisinger 

Dave Sherbrooke 
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