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Pat Surr and the Master Gardener Teaching Kit
Program
  
"Learn, Teach and Sustain"

"I'm tossing up the ball, and I hope someone catches
it," says Master
Gardener Pat Surr,
former Chair of the
Teaching Kit
Committee. "Since
I've phased out, we
need someone to
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Master Gardener Pat Surr in her
side yard. Until she recently

stepped down, Pat was the long-
time Chair of the MG Teaching Kit

Committee

Education Committee Co-
Chair Sue Kraemer

Education Committee Co-

step in and oversee
the Teaching Kit
Program."
  
Pat herself stepped
into the role years
ago. "It's such a
wonderful
program," she says.
"It's a collection of
all the people
involved that keep
it viable and keep it
going. To me, the
Teaching Kits
represent the best
aspects of the
Master Gardener program - teaching and learning."
  
WSU Extension Master Gardener Teaching Kits are
free curricular resources designed to bring
environmental education to schools, community
groups, senior centers, youth programs, Master
Gardener clinics and other groups...

Read the full article
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Foundation Committee News
The Education Committee has a new lease on life!
 
Just as autumn brings the weather that changes

and enhances our
landscapes every
year, it also brings
changes to various
elements of the Board
and its committees -
including the addition
of a newly revitalized
Education Committee!

http://www.mgfkc.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Nov-2015-PatSurr-TeachingKits.pdf


Chair Bruce Bennett

Master Gardener Emily Bishton with Rowan
at the Magnuson Children's Garden P-Patch
plot. Rowan is Cindy Hazard's son, former
Chair of the Magnuson Children's Garden

Committee

 
New Board members Alison Johnson and Paul
Gardiner were very recently seated. The 2016 Plant Sale Committee, under
the capable leadership of Patti Logan and Horst Momber, has come together
once again with veteran and new faces and new ideas.
 
The Foundation's Education Committee also has a new lease on life with
the appointment of its latest co-chairs, Sue Kraemer and Bruce Bennett.
Between them, Sue and Bruce have a combined 60 years of experience in
academia...

Read the full article

Garden Spotlight
Magnuson Children's Garden
 
The Magnuson Children's Garden is a magical place for young and old
alike. 

"What is so unique is that children
and parents actually came up
with all the ideas for the garden,"
says Master Gardener Emily
Bishton, who serves as the
current chair of the Magnuson
Children's Garden Committee. 

"Kids and parents created wish
lists at the original design
meetings, which the Garden
Committee put together into a
plan. The results are that children
know just what to do when they come into the garden, even if they've never
been there before. They run to the top of the lookout, they roll down the
rolling hill. They build things on the log pile." 

Emily feels gratified and inspired when she witnesses these encounters.
"The garden reflects what children want."

Read the full article

http://www.mgfkc.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Nov-2015-EducationCommittee.pdf
http://www.mgfkc.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Nov-2015-MagnusonChildrensGarden.pdf


Master Gardeners (l-r) Holly McNeill and
Terri Griffith at the West Seattle Farmers

Market Clinic

Lake Forest Park Clinic at Ace Hardware, with
Fleur Beckwith (vet) and Patrick Robinson (1st

year intern)

West Seattle Master Gardener Clinic

...by Master Gardener Marty Byrne

The Master Gardeners who staff the
plant clinic at the West Seattle
Farmers Market learned the
importance of location, location,
location when the Farmers Market
and the clinic moved this past June.
The new site is in the heart of the
West Seattle Junction. This new
location, California Ave SW
between SW Alaska and SW
Oregon, also increased the number
and variety of vendors at the Farmers Market. Valerie Tims, clinic co-leader,
recalls "how our client numbers jumped, how it required us to adjust our
setup routine."

Read the full article

Update on the Clinic Refresh Project
 
...by Master Gardener and Clinics Committee Chair Gary Scheider

If you have staffed a clinic in the past few weeks, you have seen the
outcome of the Clinics
Committee's summer
project. The committee,
made up of your peers and
with significant funding from
the Board, completed some
important work that
enhances the visibility and
approachability of our
clinics.

Our Clinic Refresh project
was designed to provide a
more up-to-date look for our
clinics by developing some

http://www.mgfkc.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Nov-2015-WestSeattleClinic.pdf


Alison Johnson has been newly elected to
the MGFKC Board of Directors

Suzanne Broback, Gary Scheider,
Frank Peters, Drexie Malone and

Cathy Ullakko

new and attractive display tools. Some of your leaders worked with you to
provide helpful input that guided the project..

Read the full article

Board Spotlight: Board Welcomes Two New Members

...by Dave Hanower, MGFKC Board President

The Board is delighted to announce that Alison Johnson and Paul Gardiner
have been elected to fill
vacancies. We will introduce you
to Alison this month and Paul
next month.
 
Alison is originally from Cheshire,
England. She has a degree in
Fine Art and taught Design at a
high school in Shropshire. She
and her husband moved to
Seattle 21 years ago. Her
daughter was born in England, her eldest son was born in North Carolina
and her youngest son in Gig Harbor, Washington. 
 
Alison has been a Master Gardener for five years. After interning at the
Issaquah Farmers Market and Squak Mountain Nursery, she moved to her
"home" clinic of Redmond, where she is now the co-leader. She also looks
after the Vertical Garden at the Bellevue Demonstration Garden.

Read the full article

Master Gardener Foundation
Recognition Dinner

...by Master Gardener Marty Byrne

One hundred Master Gardeners
gathered at a catered dinner for the
Foundation Annual Meeting and the
Master Gardener Recognition Dinner.
Six Master Gardeners were honored with certificates of appreciation, two
new Foundation awards were presented, and Paul Bryant shared his

http://www.mgfkc.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Nov-2015-ClinicRefreshUpdate.pdf
http://www.mgfkc.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Nov-2015-AlisonJohnson.pdf


passion for bees and other pollinators in an entertaining after dinner talk.
The dinner capped another successful season for the King County Master
Gardeners.

Read the full article

What's Happening?
News and Updates

Next MGF Board Meeting: Thursday,
Nov. 12, at the UW Center for Urban
Horticulture.
2016 Plant Sale Committee: First
meeting to prepare for the 2016 sale will
be Saturday, Nov. 7 in Redmond.
Contact Horst Momber if you would like
to attend. New and interested MGs are
always welcome to come to see what's up for 2016.
Ready to re-apply? Now is the time to make sure you have met the
requirements for re-application. Review the requirements in Guidelines
provided by Karen Hausrath. MG re-applications will be sent out at the
beginning of December.
The schedule for 2016 training classes open to Master Gardeners
for CEs will be sent out at the end of December.
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