
mgfkc.org.  Plant Sale chairs 
Horst Momber and Patty Logan 
and the entire Plant Sale 
Committee have done a great 

job, but the success of the Sale 
depends on your participation 
(both as a volunteer and as a 
shopper).  If you are coming to 

shop at the sale, please bring 
friends! 
 
Third, we will be conducting a 

Raffle.  We will draw winning 
tickets for cash prizes at the 
Plant Sale.  The success of the 
Raffle depends on the efforts 

of all of us.  Tickets are $2 
each and come in books of 5.  
If you can, please buy tickets 
or offer to sell tickets to 

friends, family, neighbors and 
colleagues.  You do not need 
to be present to win.  I want to 
thank Rick Gillmore, Joyce 

Harms and Karen Hausrath for 
organizing this year’s Raffle.  
And thank you for helping to 
make this year’s Raffle a big 

success! 
 
Finally, the Seattle 
Foundation’s annual GiveBIG! 

community philanthropy event 
will be held on Tuesday, May 
5.  The Seattle Foundation 
matches a portion of all 

donations made on that day 
through their website.  Please 
consider making a donation to 
support the Foundation.  We 

will send out reminders.   
 
Thank you. 

I want to start by giving a 
couple of shout-outs to our 
great Master Gardeners.  
First, on behalf of the entire 

Board of Directors, a huge 
“thank you” to all of the 
Master Gardeners who 
worked at the Northwest 

Flower & Garden Show.  In 
appreciation of your efforts, 
the show’s organizer makes 
a generous donation to the 

Foundation.  So, quite 
literally, your volunteer work 
at the show helps to ensure 
the future of our program.  

A special thank you to 
Sharon Englund for 
organizing our booth, and of 
course to Elaine Anderson 

and Karen Hausrath for 
scheduling all of our 
volunteers. 
 

The second shout-out is to our 
new 1st year interns.  
Congratulations on 
completing the training class 

in March and a very sincere 
“welcome” to the program.  
We look forward to 
welcoming you to our clinics, 

gardens and other outreach 
programs.  Having new 
interns rejuvenates all of 
these critical activities. 

We are now in a very busy 
period for the Master 
Gardener Program, as our 
clinics and gardens become 

increasingly active and as 
we prepare for the Plant 
Sale.  I would like to remind 
you about four upcoming 

events and ask for your 
help.   
 
First is the annual election 

of directors to the 
Foundation’s Board, each to 
serve a three-year term 
beginning June 1.  The 

Search Committee sent the 
ballot to all Foundation 
members  April 17. 
Completed ballots must be 

received by May 15.  We 
have five positions to fill, 
and five candidates 
submitted nominations.  A 

strong and committed 
Board is critical to the 
Foundation’s success.  If you 
considered running for the 

Board but hesitated for 
whatever reason, we’d love 
to talk with you and answer 
any questions.  Please 

contact me at 
president@mgfkc.org.   
 
Second, the Plant Sale will 

be held on May 2 & 3, with 
the Preview Party on May 
1.  The Plant Sale is the 
Foundation’s largest source 

of funds, and the Preview 
Party is a fundraising event 
for the Foundation. Tickets 
for the Preview Party are 

available on our website at 

A Note from Our President, Dave Hanower 
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Future Foundation Meetings 

All Master Gardeners are welcome and encouraged to attend 

board meetings.  In the summer months the meeting location may 

change to one of our gardens, otherwise, all meetings are held at 

the offices at CUH.   Check the website for location changes. 

   Thursday, May 14th, 7PM to 8:30PM, CUH 
   Thursday, June 11th, 7PM to 8:30PM, CUH 

   Thursday, July 9th, 7PM to 8:30PM, CUH 

Plant-Sale's a Comin' – Horst Momber  

Preparations for Master Gardener Plant Sale 2015 are in full swing. The inspired leadership triumvirate of 

Marcia Dillon, Ellon Jarvis, and Bonny Nordgren promise a very special Preview Party on  
Friday evening. Some of the wines will come from our own Bill Grassi's winery. The chefs are also committed.  
New this year: an authors’ table. We will have several of our Northwest garden authors available to visit and 

autograph their books. Check the Master Gardener website for details as they develop. 
 
The Potting Party under the leadership of Kathy Lapham and Portia Wilcock was, as Portia sees it, “a huge 

success.” Ninety volunteers potted more than 1,500 plants which patiently wait to be adopted. The appeal for 
volunteers for the sale generated 185 responses to date, led by the super-energetic 2015 class of trainees. 
We are off to a great start and would appreciate anyone with a direct line to the weather department making 

arrangements for May 1, 2, and 3. We'd respectfully request partly cloudy days with temperatures in the mid 
to upper 60s. 
 

One major effort this year is to bring new people, especially younger Master Gardeners, into the sale 
leadership. We are looking for all interested Master Gardeners to check out various departments as they 
volunteer this year and give some thought to joining the planning efforts for the next year.  

Interested? Talk with your department chair or email Horst Momber at momberh@mac.com 
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Even gardeners who rank shopping right up there with the bamboo-slivers-
under-the-fingernails torture love to shop if it’s a plant they’re seeking. No 
matter how many plants we own, there’s always one more that catches the eye. 

It makes sense, then, to apply some method to our madness.  
 
Where should we shop? Nurseries are the best bet. They have the greatest 

variety of, and the best cared, for plants. Stock is arranged according to type 
and growing needs. How much sun? How much water? Nurseries are staffed 
with people who know plants and are able to help you choose wisely.  

 
Don’t ignore the garden section of home improvement centers. You won’t find 
the unusual and new varieties you’d find in a nursery, but you will discover a 

large number of the more popular plants. They are usually well cared for and 
some of these sections are staffed with at least one knowledgeable employee.  
 

What about the plants displayed in front of supermarkets and drugstores? 
Prices are often low, and if the plants look healthy and aren’t dry, they might 
be worth taking a chance. Walk on by a plant that’s dried out. Who knows how 

many times it’s had to deal with sporadic watering, which is stressful and can be 
deadly to plants in containers. It might just be awaiting a more pleasant burial 
ground (your garden) before it takes its last breath. 

 
There are a few other things to avoid. If a plant is labeled “tender” it will 
survive only our mildest winters. An unusually cold winter will be its death knell 

unless you are able to provide protection of some kind. Check plant tags for 
the size of a plant when it’s full grown. This will be a conservative measurement; 
if you don’t have room for the mature plant, don’t buy it! You won’t have any 

better luck than Cinderella’s stepsisters had with the glass slipper. Don’t expect 
a plant that’s marked “shade” to do well in sun and vice versa. Plants that 
prefer dry soil will turn to mush if their close neighbors receive regular 

watering.  
 
Gardening is fraught with opportunities to make mistakes, but the fewer you 

make at the buying end, the fewer you’ll end up with at the growing end. 
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“THEY DINED 

ON MINCE, AND 

SLICES OF 

QUINCE, 

WHICH THEY 

ATE WITH A 

RUNCIBLE 

SPOON; AND 

HAND IN HAND, 

ON THE EDGE 

OF THE SAND, 

THEY DANCED 

BY THE LIGHT 

OF THE MOON” 

THE OWL AND 

THE PUSSYCAT 

BY EDWARD 

LEAR    
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Like Us! 
Master Gardener Foundation of King County 

 
Visit Us! 
MGFKC Website: http://www.mgfkc.org 

Successful Shopping – Elaine Anderson  
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Noxious weeds are defined as non-native invasive plants that threaten agricultural crops, local ecosystems or 
fish and wildlife habitat.   
 

Washington State has recently made additions to the noxious weed lists.  Pampas grass (Cortaderia selloana) 

and Italian arum (Arum italicum) were both declared Class C Noxious Weeds.  According to the Washington 
State Noxious Weed Control website: www.nwcb.wa.gov, Class C “are either already widespread in Washing-
ton or are of special interest to the agricultural industry.  The Class C status allows a county to enforce control if 

it is beneficial to that county (for example: to protect crops).  Other counties may choose to provide education 
or technical support for the removal or control of these weeds.”  Other weeds already classified as Class C in-
clude field bindweed, English ivy and Himalayan blackberry. 
 

Gardeners should be aware of the Washington State Department of Agriculture Quarantine List.  State law 
prohibits the sale or distribution of any plant or seed on that list.  The list includes all Class A noxious weeds, 
such as knapweed, Scotch broom, thistle and kudzu. 
 

King County also maintains a noxious weed website: www.kingcounty.gov/environment/animalsAndPlants/

noxious-weeds.aspx .  
 

Both the state and county sites contain useful information for gardeners, including photographs, detailed de-

scriptions, weed disposal advice and recommended alternatives.    
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Arum italicum Cortaderia selloana 
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For much of the public, our community Plant Clinics are their only encounter with 
the Master Gardener program.  It is here that our volunteer teams are most 
visible, helping the public with their gardening problems.  Our clinics should be 
designed to create awareness and curiosity so that the public can find us and 
allow us to apply our expertise.    
 
It’s important to have an interesting, appealing, and eye-catching presence to 
draw our clients. Therefore, the Board of Directors has set aside a significant 
budget for 2015 and directed the Clinics Committee to update the clinics’ 
appearance.  Most clinics have fairly current set-up and display materials, but 
some of our materials are broken, dirty, worn, old, and even just outright tacky-
looking.  Worn A-frame sandwich boards, dated signs with old logos, and dirty 
tablecloths all contribute to this tired look. We realize that each clinic 
environment is unique and also at the mercy of the host site.  However, we do 
want to update the clinics’ display materials and add some modest 
standardization to give each site a fresh look without turning them into cookie-
cutter look-alikes.   
 
We have begun acquiring a great deal of new material while continuing to 
encourage clinic individuality and adaptability to the site.  The Committee has 
begun sourcing new types of A-frame sandwich boards for the many clinics that 
need them.  Clinic leaders also expressed interest in having other sizes and 
styles of banners for use in clinic settings.  We had several requests for feather 
flags—vertical raised banners—to guide clients to our tables. The Committee 
also realized that all tablecloths and other table dressing items need to be 
replaced.  We are shopping for easy-to-clean yet durable soft vinyl table 
dressing, including an attractive front drape with new logos and colors for the 
main clinic table.  Some clinic leaders also said they would like other display 
materials, including literature stands, posters, and aprons or vests.   
 
We probably won’t have most of these items available for the start of the 
primary clinic season in April and early May.  We will address those clinics with 
the most obvious need first but also try to accommodate everyone as quickly as 
possible. 
The Clinic Committee may offer some design assistance to those clinics that 
would like some help in executing all of this.  We hope you’ll all support the 
direction we are going.  We encourage everyone to think about “what else is 
possible” versus “how we’ve always done it.”  Stay tuned! 
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Plant Clinic Refresh – Gary Scheider, Plant Clinic Committee Chair 
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Where can I find the names of clinic leaders? How do I know what activities count for CEs? What was in the last 
MGF newsletter? These questions and more about plants, MG events, and websites with helpful information are 
located on the MGFKC website at mgfkc.org 

 
Most areas of the website are open to the public, but the directory of King County Master Gardeners, the Foun-
dation officers contact information, forms for submitting expenses, and many clinic leader checklists and refer-

ences are in the Member Area. King County MGs do need to register to access this portion of the website.  
The HOMEPAGE contains a carousel of images that link to timely events and information. At this time of year 
the Plant Sale is highlighted. Readers can find out all about the Preview Party and the Plant Sale weekend that 

starts Friday, May 1. Be sure to check it out. The news columns on the homepage link to interesting articles and 
events. 
 

Look under RESOURCES for information about the MG program, clinics and gardens, along with the newsletters. 
TRAINING contains links and information about classes, especially advanced education opportunities. Need 
some help with plants? Look under PLANTS for all kinds of relevant information. Don’t forget to check the BLOG 

with its timeless cache of plant-related articles. 
 

If you have links you would like to see added to the site, have ideas about a new page, would like to contribute 

to the website content or work on the website, contact us at http://www.mgfkc.org/contact-us We look forward 

to having you register if you have not already done so, and to hearing from you if you have ideas that can 

help to improve the site. 
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It's Growing and Reading Time! 
 

 

Epic Tomatoes: How to  
Select & Grow the Best  

Varieties of All Time by Craig 

LeHoullier, Storey Publishing, 
2015 

Grow a Little Fruit Tree by Ann 
Ralph, Storey Publishing, 

2015 

Plant This Instead: Better Plant 
Choices by Troy Marden, 
Cool Springs Press, 2014 

Foodscaping: Practical and 
Innovative Ways to Create an 
Edible Landscape by Charlie 

Nardozzi, Cool Springs Press, 
2015 

The Nitty-Gritty Gardening 
Book by Kari Cornell,  
Millbrook Press, 2015 

Gardening Lab for Kids: 52 
Fun Experiments by Renata 

Fossen Brown, Quarry Books, 

2014 
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We Want Your Ideas for Recurring Columns!  
 What’s Happening in Your Patch? 

Here’s where you tell us what’s 

going on in your clinic and demo 

garden.   

Trips You’ve Taken/Gardens You 

Have Visited 

Pease include some photos!  

Garden Visits  
 
Provide reasons why and address.    
 
Catalogs 
 
What are your favorite/least 
favorite catalogs and why?   

News  
What do you want other MG’s to 
know about?  Events, classes, 
happenings? 

The Dirt 
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Questions? 

 
Comments? 
 
Submissions? 

 
Send us an e-mail! 
 

newsletter@mgfkc.org 

Master Gardener Foundation of King County  

Center for Urban Horticulture           
University of Washington           

Box 354115             
Seattle WA 98195          
 Newsletter Editors              

 Anne Ellett            
 Cecilia McGowan        

 Marty Byrne 

Send us an email: newsletter@mgfkc.org 
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