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A Note from Our President, Dave Hanower
to our clinics, gardens and
other outreach programs.
Having new interns
rejuvenates all of these
critical activities.

I want to start by giving a
couple of shout-outs to our
great Master Gardeners.
First, on behalf of the entire Board of Directors, a
huge “thank you” to all of
the Master Gardeners
who worked at the Northwest Flower & Garden
Show. As you know, in
appreciation for your efforts, the show’s organizer
makes a donation to the
Foundation. So, quite literally, your volunteer work
at the show helps to ensure
the future of our program.
A special thank you to
Joyce Harms and Rob Lehman for organizing our
booth, and of course to
Elaine Anderson and Karen
Hausrath for scheduling all
of our volunteers.
The second shout-out is to
our new 1st year interns.
Congratulations on
completing the training
class in March and a very
sincere “welcome” to the
program. We look
forward to welcoming you

We are now in a very
busy period for the Master
Gardener Program, as our
clinics and gardens
become increasingly active
and as we prepare for the
Plant Sale. I would like to
remind you about three
upcoming events and ask
for your help.
First, we will be electing 5
directors to the Foundation’s Board, each to serve
a three-year term beginning June 1. The Search
Committee will be sending
the ballot to all Foundation
members by April 15, and
completed ballots must be
received by May 15.
Many thanks to Search
Committee chairperson
Signa Treat, and to committee members Sam
Mitchell and Alison
Wysong for all of the time
they’ve dedicated to this
process. YOUR VOTE on
our next group of directors
is crucial. The Foundation’s
success depends on having
an active, engaged Board.
So, please take the time to
review and complete your
ballot. Thank you.

Second, the Plant Sale will
be held on May 4 & 5, with
the Preview Party on May
3. The Plant Sale is by far
the Foundation’s largest
source of funds. Plant Sale
chair Horst Momber and the
entire Plant Sale Committee
have done a great job, but
the success of the Sale depends on your participation
(both as a volunteer and as
a shopper). If you are coming to shop at the sale,
please bring friends!
Finally, we will be conducting a Raffle. We will draw
the winning ticket for the
$1,000 prize at the Plant
Sale. The success of the
Raffle depends on the efforts of every Master Gardener to sell tickets. Tickets
are $2 each and come in
books of 5. An anonymous
donor has offered to contribute the entire $1,000
prize if we are able to sell
all 5,000 tickets. If you are
able to, please buy tickets
or offer to sell tickets to
friends, family, neighbors
and colleagues. You do not
need to be present to win. I
want to thank Joyce Harms
and Steve Scott for organizing this year’s Raffle. And
thank you for helping to
make this year’s Raffle a
big success!
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Neely-Soames Homestead Classes
Picardo Farm P-Patch
Did you know that Picardo was the
original Seattle community garden? In
fact, the P in P-Patch stands for
Picardo! Learn more about this unique
neighborhood garden and watch a
YouTube video about it made by a
local resident.
Wild Bees are Good for Crops, But
Crops are Bad for Bees
A recent article in the journal Science
has found that even though beekeepers place hives in fields to aid pollination, honey bees can’t do it all. Yields
were boosted when wild, native insects also showed up. Unfortunately
another study, also released in Science, found that native pollinators are
struggling. Here’s a link to the story
on NPR if you would like to listen to it
or read the transcript.

April 20
Home-Grown Tomatoes
Dave Stastny
Learn tips and tricks for growing luscious tomatoes even
in our climate.
May 18
Vibrant Gardens by Design
Bruce Bennett
Learn gardening design techniques, plant choice, and site
preparation for sustainable and environmentally friendly
gardens that will reduce your workload, expense, and
pest and disease problems.
June 15
Gardening for Pollinators
Debbie Angel
Slide show and discussion of landscaping and gardening
practices that will attract pollinators - bees, hummingbirds, and butterflies - to your garden.
The Homestead is located at:
5311 South 237th Place, Kent 98032

Mother Earth News is Having a Fair...and it’s in
Puyallup! June 1 & 2
Mother Earth News Fairs are fun-filled, family-oriented
sustainable lifestyle events. The Puyallup FAIR features
practical, hands-on demos and workshops. Registration costs
are reasonable.

Future Foundation Meetings
All Master Gardener’s
are welcome and
encouraged to attend
board meetings.
Thursday, April 11, 7 pm to
8:30 pm, CUH
Thursday, May 9, 7 pm to
8:30 pm, CUH
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Thursday, June13, 7 pm to
8:30 pm, CUH
Always check to ensure the
meeting time/place have not
changed.
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An Event-Full Day at Magnuson Park by Emily Bishton, MG
The first gorgeous weekend
of spring brought hundreds
of children and parents to
Magnuson Community
Center for the 4th annual
“Celebrate Urban Nature”
event!
Master Gardeners Barbara
Hainley, Joy Naganuma,
Ross Radley, and Bev Morrow, each of whom has also
been trained as a Magnuson
Nature Docent, helped
staff the “Nature Explorers
Lab”, one of the most popular attractions at this fun and
educational event. The
“Lab” was filled with a
variety of hands-on exploration activities on how worms
and other decomposers create healthy soil, how im-

portant clean water is to the
tree frogs and other creatures in the Magnuson
Wetlands, the natural pest
control provided by Magnuson’s resident Barn Owls,
and more!
The grand finale of this
year’s event was the dedication of the Resource Conservation Landscape, a 3000
sq. ft. demonstration garden
right in front of Magnuson
Community Center, that illustrates how to protect and
conserve our shared water
and soil resources. Representatives from all the sponsor, partner, and volunteer
organizations involved were
in attendance, including our
very own Elaine Anderson, to

help honor the community
volunteers who gave over
1,000 hours to transform
the area into a beautiful
and educational landscape,
and to give a big cheer as
Ciscoe Morris and Emily
Bishton (both of whom are
also MGs too) hosted the
ribbon-cutting celebration!
There are many ways for
MGs to volunteer in our
programs at Magnuson
Park. Spring will be filled
with classes for adults and
well as children, family
garden days at Magnuson
Children’s Garden, support
activities, and more. For
more information visit
Magnuson Nature Programs
and click on the volunteer
link.

‘THERE CAN BE
NO OTHER
OCCUPATION
LIKE GARDENING
IN WHICH, IF YOU
WERE TO CREEP
UP BEHIND
SOMEONE AT
THEIR WORK,
YOU WOULD FIND
THEM SMILING. ’
MIRABEL OSLER

Like Us!
Master Gardener Foundation of King County
Visit Us!
MGFKC Website: http://www.mgfkc.org
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Meet the 2013 MG Foundation Board Candidates
Carol Arnold has been a Master Gardener for six years. She is an active part of the
University District Farmers Market clinic and has served as its CIC. Carol has been on
the Master Gardener Foundation Board for three years and is chair of the
Governance Committee. In her spare time, Carol works with Friends of Yesler Swamp
to preserve this unique natural area. She also gardens (of course) and loves to cook.
She is married and has two grown daughters and three small grandchildren. Carol is
a retired trial attorney.
First published in 1932,
reissued in 2005.

First published in 1951,
reissued in 1998.

First published in 1953,
reissued in 1998.

Classics of English
Gardening: Down the
Garden Path, Merry Hall
and Laughter on the Stairs
by Beverley Nichols. To
discover all of his books
visit the official Beverley
Nichols website. The
books have been reissued
by Timber Press

Sharon Englud has been a Master Gardener since 2009 and is a member of the
Federal Way Farmers Market clinic. She is currently the coordinator for the NeelySoames Demo garden in Kent, a large heritage garden with perennials, vegetables
and hops. At Neely gardening classes are provided to residents of Kent as well as
Master Gardeners for continuing education. She has the duties of scheduling the
garden series classes. Sharon retired in 2008 from a 30-year career as an auditor
for the Department of Defense. Since retiring she has concentrated on volunteering for
the Master Gardeners and has worked each year at the plant sale and flower and
garden sale. She is also currently working on the committee for Federal Way
Symphony’s garden tour helping to find gardens for the tour, soliciting advertising and
scheduling garden talks.
Dave Hanower currently serves as President of the Foundation. Dave joined the Master Gardener program in 2010, and he was appointed to the Board in 2011. He is in
the Lake Forest Park-Shoreline clinic group where he has served as CIC and currently
serves as clinic leader. He also works in the Shorewood High School Culinary Arts
Program Youth Education Garden, in which students lean to grow many of the ingredients used in their cooking. Dave is a retired corporate attorney, and enjoys working
with the Foundation’s Board on a variety of governance matters. Dave particularly
enjoys growing vegetables and fruit, and learning about native plants. He also serves
on the Board of Directors of the E. B. Dunn Historical Garden Trust, the Seattle Tree
Fruit Society, and the Western Cascade Fruit Society.
Ed McKillop is entering his third year as a Master Gardener, where he continues to
learn a great deal from the veterans and his Ballard neighbors at the Ballard Farmer’s
Market clinic. He grew up gardening with his family and has taken nearly every class
that Plant Amnesty offers, being a lover of trees. His experience includes 12 years of
technical and marketing writing for the software industry; he is now a program
manager for training on information security at Amazon. His career has always
involved learning new concepts, which has strengthened his ability to communicate
complex topics to a wide variety of audiences in print and online. Not since Boy Scouts
has he found a place in which to combine his passion for sustainability, the great outdoors, and an arena in which to offer service. He looks forward to supporting the
Master Gardener Board with his editorial, communication, project management and
outreach skills.
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Gordon Polson is a retired Mechanical Engineer who was a member of the Mercer
Island Library Advisory board for eleven years, chairing for one year during which
time he successfully researched the site to confirm the possibility of being able to
build a new, larger facility. He started a badminton drop-in club back in 1987,
which he still runs. In addition to hard and soft fruit, he raised vegetables on several
raised beds, along with Mason and Honey bees to help the cropping. He became a
Master Gardener in 2008 after gardening since he was eight. Shortly after that he
set up a Children’s Garden at one of Mercer Island schools. He joined the Mercer
Island clinic at the same time and soon became the clinic leader, which he enjoys immensely. After the plant sale of 2012 he tried to generate interest in having Master
Gardener’s propagate unusual/and or interesting perennial plants in the fall and
was able to hold the first successful potting party last autumn. He hopes that all
clinics can be encouraged to follow suit. He is intensely interested in propagation
and hopes to be able to vigorously promote in the future.
Gary Scheider is a graduate of the King County Master Gardener class of 2010,
and is a member of the Snoqualmie Valley Clinic. He has been active in the
development and implementation of the Growing Groceries project, work at the
Annual Plant Sale primarily in the veggies section, and very active in our clinic and
several nearby venues and demo gardens. He has been the lead MG at the
P-Patch in his neighborhood, and responsible for updating its policies and
regulations, as well as providing support for new gardeners. Gary recently retired
from a rewarding career with a large international pharmaceutical company, where
he worked in various levels of management. His primary responsibilities gave him a
great deal of experience in the development of business plans, project design and
management, budgeting, health care management, and marketing. He holds a
Bachelor’s Degree from Northern Illinois University, and a Masters from the University
of Wisconsin – Milwaukee, both in life sciences. Since retirement, he has seasonally
managed a small retail nursery affiliated with a hardware store. This retail experience has given him additional experience in vendor management and buying, as
well as marketing, plant acquisition, pricing and plant merchandising. He had the
opportunity to spend time helping the store’s customers solve typical gardening
problems, much as he does inside the MG Clinic.
Peggy Smith has been a Master Gardener since 2007 and is currently a member of
the Ballard Farmer’s Market Clinic. She has worked at a variety of Master
Gardener demo gardens. She was appointed to the Board in 2012 to fill a vacant
position and is a member of the Finance Committee. Peggy has a MBA and is a
retired CFO with experience in many areas of finance, including budgeting,
reporting, investment management, taxes and governmental compliance issues. She
also works as a volunteer coordinator with AARP in their tax preparation program
for seniors and taxpayers with low- and moderate-income. She has also spent a
number of years volunteering with Seattle Tilth in the Children’s Garden. Peggy is
expected to become the Foundation’s Treasurer in June 2013.
Ballots will be sent by email by April 15 and must be received back by May 15
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‘THE FIRST
RESPONSIBILITY OF
A LEADER IS TO
DEFINE REALITY. THE
LAST IS TO SAY
THANK YOU. IN
BETWEEN, THE
LEADER IS A
SERVANT’
MAX DEPREE

‘NEVER DOUBT
THAT A SMALL
GROUP OF
THOUGHTFUL,
CONCERNED
CITIZENS CAN
CHANGE WORLD.
INDEED IT IS THE
ONLY THING THAT
EVER HAS’
MARGARET MEAD
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Questions?

Master Gardener Foundation of King County

Comments?

Center for Urban Horticulture
University of Washington
Box 354115
Seattle WA 98195
Phone: 206.543.0221

Submissions?
Send us an e-mail!

newsletter@mgfkc.org

Newsletter Co-editors
Anne Ellett
Cecilia McGowan

We Want Your Ideas for Recurring Columns!
What’s Happening in Your Patch?
Here’s where you tell us what’s
going on in your clinic and demo
garden.

Provide reasons why and address.
Catalogs

Trips You’ve Taken/Gardens You
Have Visited
Pease include some photos!

Garden Visits

News
What do you want other MG’s to
know about? Events, classes,
happenings?

What are your favorite/least
favorite catalogs and why?

Send us an email: newsletter@mgfkc.org

Potting Party Photos

A beautiful day, lots of volunteers,
plenty of plants and food for all.
Thanks so much.
See you all at the sale on May 4-5!

So it began — orderly, on time,
with much enthusiasm!

Then it got messy, but oh so fun!

Labeling was the hardest task.
Was Sam stumped?

Pete — the Last Man Standing.
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